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Editorial: Tweak Blacksburg's town line

Land on Harding Avenue is ideal for workforce housing.

Blacksburg wants to build much-needed workforce housing, but it needs some cooperation from
Montgomery County. Unfortunately, three county supervisors might put personal grudges ahead of the

common good and spike the project.

Even with the slumping real estate market nationally, homes in town remain expensive. Regular Janes
and Joes cannot afford to live there. Police officers, teachers, nurses and other professionals must
commute. Indeed, the last time we checked, only one Blacksburg police officer lived in town, and he

rented.

The town is fighting that problem with help from federal grants that pay to renovate older properties and
build new ones. For example, the grants helped build the Roanoke-Lee Street duplexes through a public-

private partnership.

Now town officials have turned their eyes on the 26-acre Poff Farm. Located out Harding Avenue, it is
well suited to workforce housing. It's within walking and biking distance of downtown; a bus line serves
the area; and the street can handle the additional traffic.
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